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GOLF
Golf is an exercise in Scottish 

pointlessness for people who are no 
longer able to throw telephone poles 

at each other
- Florence King

SBSS Golf – 
  Get your swing back in the groove, The annual South 
Bay Scottish Society will be tearing up the links at 
Blackberry Farm Golf Course again this May 30th at 
11:00 am. To confirm your attendance contact Deputy 
Chief Dorrie Scherer, deputy-chief@southbayscots.org

There will be prizes for best scores and refreshments at a nearby pub

It took me seventeen years to get three thousand hits in baseball
It took one afternoon on the golf course – Hank Aaron

SBSS Miniature Golf -  
Like your golf on the smaller scale? South Bay Scots will hold our yearly Miniature Golf Tournament 
this year on June 27th at 11:00 am at Golfland USA in Sunnyvale. Bring your own putter or borrow 

one of theirs. There will be prizes in several categories awarded afterward
at the Duke of Edinburgh Pub in Cupertino

I know I am getting better at golf because
I am hitting fewer spectators – Gerald Ford

Flying Scotsman Train Ride, May 3rd
PBFSCO

  ALL ABOARD! Wear your tartan and bring your children. Aye, there 
will be pipes on the jour ney!
  The train will take us from the Sunol Station to Niles and back.  The 
train leaves promptly at 10:15am so please arrive early. There is free 
parking at Sunol Station. The ride is about 1.5 hours but you may stop 
in Niles for a if desired. 
  After the train ride, the PBFSCO will meet in the adjacent park for our 
Annual General Meeting and picnic with family and friends. All are 
welcome. FYI, lunch is NOT included in the ticket price so don't forget 
to bring your own.  Space is limited so get your reservations soon!

http://www.cupertino.org/index.aspx?page=523
http://www.cupertino.org/index.aspx?page=523
http://www.cupertino.org/index.aspx?page=523
http://www.cupertino.org/index.aspx?page=523
http://www.cupertino.org/index.aspx?page=523
http://www.cupertino.org/index.aspx?page=523
http://www.cupertino.org/index.aspx?page=523
mailto:dorrie_scherer@att.net
http://www.golfland.com/sunnyvale/
http://www.theduke.com/
http://www.theduke.com/
http://www.theduke.com/
http://www.theduke.com/
http://www.theduke.com/
http://www.theduke.com/
http://www.theduke.com/
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/1307723
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Still Pondering …….
  Pondering the entertainment for the 
April (Artesian Candies) & July 
(Scattergories) General Meeting is over. 
However, there is always more 
pondering about what entertainment to 
have at future meetings and events. 
 Have an idea? Have something to 
demonstrate? Know someone or an 
organization who might be interested in 

presenting something?     Any and all ponders are welcome.
Please contact any of the SBSS Board members listed to the left.

SBSS On-Line Merchandise

It is Highland Games time again! Think how cool you will look 
wearing your SBSS logo shirt there. They are also good to wear at 

general meetings, golf tournaments and just any old time. 
Go to Zazzle sbscots, to see what we have. If you see a product 

Zazzle offers not in our store, ask and see if it can be added 
( newsletter@southbayscots.org ).

Always,
There are links to the SBSS Facebook page and

the merchandise page on the webpage.

Seanachie Publication Information

Submit all materials to: 
newsletter@southbayscots.org

The email account is checked on a weekly 
basis, well I try :)

Note: All material becomes the property of 
the South Bay Scottish Society. Newsletter 

content is decided upon by the Board of 
Governors, representing the membership of 

the South Bay Scottish Society.

20 1 5 South Bay 
Scottish Society 

Board of Governors

Chief
Nathan Irvine
408.448.5707
chief@southbayscots.org 

Deputy Chief
Dorrie Scherer
408.243.6247
deputy-chief@southbayscots.org

Sennachie
Lyn Irvine
408.448.5707
sennachie@southbayscots.org  

Steward
Lori Daly
408.644.0649
steward@southbayscots.org

Scribe
Robert Anderson
650.969.2841
scribe@southbayscots.org

Gov-at-Large
Marjorie Coakley
408.859.3322
gov-at-large.b@southbayscots.org
 
Gov-at-Large
Basil Rhodes
408.867.3978
gov-at-large.c@southbayscots.org

Gov-at-Large
Frank Cameron
650.941.0214
gov-at-large.a@southbayscots.org

http://www.artisancandies.com/
http://www.artisancandies.com/
http://www.artisancandies.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scattergories
http://www.zazzle.com/sbscots
mailto:newsletter@southbayscots.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/South-Bay-Scottish-Society/149577291778857
http://www.zazzle.com/sbscots
http://www.southbayscots.org/
mailto:newsletter@southbayscots.org
mailto:chief@southbayscots.org
mailto:dorrie_scherer@att.net
mailto:sennachie@southbayscots.org
mailto:frank.cameron@earthlink.net
mailto:anderboys@comcast.net
mailto:gov-at-large.b@southbayscots.org
mailto:gov-at-large.c@southbayscots.org
mailto:dsalter@ix.net.com.com
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Calendar of Events

MAY
3 Flying Scotsman Train Ride

10:00am – 1:00pm
Niles Canyon Railway
37029 Mission Blvd
Fremont, CA 

4 SBSS Board of Governors Meeting
7:00pm
Mountain Mike’s Pizza Parlor
301 E. Hamilton Ave.
Campbell, CA

15 Movie Night – ‘I Know Where I’m Going!’
7:00pm
Round Table Pizza Parlor
1400 Campbell Ave, Campbell, CA

30 SBSS Golf Tournament
11:00am   
Blackberry Farms
22100 Stevens Creek Blvd.
Cupertino, CA

JUNE
1 SBSS Board of Governors Meeting

7:00pm
Mountain Mike’s Pizza Parlor
301 E. Hamilton Ave, Campbell, CA

19 Movie Night – The Battle of the Sexes
7:00pm
Round Table Pizza Parlor
1400 Campbell Ave, Campbell, CA 

27 SBSS Miniature Golf
11:00am   
Golfland
855 ElCamino Real, Sunnyvale, CA

29 July SBSS Board of Governors Meeting
7:00pm
Mountain Mike’s Pizza Parlor
301 E. Hamilton Ave, Campbell, CA

JULY
10 SBSS General Meeting

7:00pm
Potluck Dinner, entertainment
West Valley, San Jose Public Library
1243 San Thomas Aquino Rd, 
San Jose, CA
 map 

17 Movie Night – The Edge of the World
7:00pm
Round Table Pizza Parlor
1400 Campbell Ave, Campbell, CA
 map

201 5 Highland Games Season 
Here is a partial list of Scottish Highland Games

http://goo.gl/maps/9Er9i
http://goo.gl/maps/Lsczj


4

July 9 to 12, Grandfather Mountain Highland Games   MacRae Meadows, Linville NC
Largest Highland Games East of the Mississippi

Aug 2 - Scottish Games &Celtic Festival    Monterey County Fairgrounds, Monterey

Sep 5 & 6 – Scottish Gathering & Games    Alameda County Fairgrounds, Pleasanton

Sep 26 - Dixon Scottish Games    Dixon Fairgrounds, Dixon

http://www.gmhg.org/
http://www.gmhg.org/
http://www.gmhg.org/
http://www.gmhg.org/
http://www.gmhg.org/
http://www.gmhg.org/
http://www.gmhg.org/
http://www.grandfather.com/macrae-meadows/
http://www.grandfather.com/macrae-meadows/
http://www.grandfather.com/macrae-meadows/
http://www.montereyscotgames.com/
http://www.montereyscotgames.com/
http://www.montereyscotgames.com/
http://www.montereyscotgames.com/
http://www.montereyscotgames.com/
http://www.montereyscotgames.com/
http://www.montereyscotgames.com/
http://www.montereyscotgames.com/
http://www.montereyscotgames.com/
http://eventful.com/monterey_ca/events/48th-annual-monterey-sco-/E0-001-075950073-7@2015080209
http://eventful.com/monterey_ca/events/48th-annual-monterey-sco-/E0-001-075950073-7@2015080209
http://eventful.com/monterey_ca/events/48th-annual-monterey-sco-/E0-001-075950073-7@2015080209
http://eventful.com/monterey_ca/events/48th-annual-monterey-sco-/E0-001-075950073-7@2015080209
http://eventful.com/monterey_ca/events/48th-annual-monterey-sco-/E0-001-075950073-7@2015080209
http://eventful.com/monterey_ca/events/48th-annual-monterey-sco-/E0-001-075950073-7@2015080209
http://eventful.com/monterey_ca/events/48th-annual-monterey-sco-/E0-001-075950073-7@2015080209
http://www.thescottishgames.com/
http://www.thescottishgames.com/
http://www.thescottishgames.com/
http://www.thescottishgames.com/
http://www.thescottishgames.com/
http://www.thescottishgames.com/
http://www.thescottishgames.com/
http://goo.gl/maps/aOIW1
http://goo.gl/maps/aOIW1
http://goo.gl/maps/aOIW1
http://goo.gl/maps/aOIW1
http://goo.gl/maps/aOIW1
http://www.scotsindixon.org/games_2.html
http://www.scotsindixon.org/games_2.html
http://www.scotsindixon.org/games_2.html
http://www.scotsindixon.org/games_2.html
http://www.scotsindixon.org/games_2.html
http://www.scotsindixon.org/games_2.html
http://www.scotsindixon.org/games_2.html
http://goo.gl/maps/YRTe3
http://goo.gl/maps/YRTe3
http://goo.gl/maps/YRTe3
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April General Meeting
Marjorie Coakley

      On Friday April 10th South Bay Scottish Society held their General Meeting at our usual location - 
the West Valley Branch of San Jose Public Library at 1243 San Thomas Aquino Rd, San Jose, CA. 
As always, everyone was encouraged to bring their own potluck dish to share – and as always, the 
buffet table was covered with an array of attractive, 
colorful, mouth-watering foods and irresistible desserts! 
Our potluck dinner is a wonderful and really enjoyable 
way to bring our members together in an informal setting 
to meet and get to know each other better. Of course, the 
added bonus is that we can sample a wide variety of 
absolutely delicious dishes and sometimes even acquire 
some new recipes! 
      After some very interesting conversations and much 
merriment everyone proceeded to enjoy the vast 

assortment of 
foods and drink 
available. 
Following this we 
had a very brief business meeting to make a few 
announcements from the board and to share various 
upcoming events. In concluding the meeting we adjourned to 
enjoy the presentation from our very special guests:
Kristen and Dean Scott who own 'Artisan Candies.' You can 
find 'Artisan Candies' at 4432 Pearl Avenue, San Jose, Ca 
95136 – Phone # 408-267-7090 or at their impressive 
website at : www.artisancandies.com 
      Kristen and Dean gave a highly informative presentation 

on the origins of baking through the centuries, explaining the necessity and differences between 
baking powder, baking soda and yeast. Also explaining why they were so important in the making of 
their delicious cakes. The highlight of the evening came when we gathered around to taste samples 
of the huge assortment of cakes and fudge which Kristen and Dean had brought for us. My own 
special favorites included Scottish Whisky Cake, Irish Whisky Cake, Rum Cake and Lemon Loaf! 
Needless to say the plates of samples disappeared within in minutes! I strongly recommend paying a 
visit to 'Artisan Candies' - I know you won't be disappointed!

Failte New Members

Lois Carter, San Mateo
Eleanor Coleon, San Jose
Cindy McIntosh, Fremont
Tom Szolyga, Saratoga

Roses are red
Violets are blue

To our new members,
The SBSS welcomes you!

We are glad you joined and look forward to meeting you

 
Watching presentation

 
‘Artisan Candies’ presentation

http://www.artisancandies.com/
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South Bay Scottish Society
General Meeting Minutes
San Jose Public Library, West Valley Branch

Friday, April 10th, 2015

Minutes of the April General Meeting

7:00 p.m.  Members and friends arrived and socialized 
and savored a pot-luck dinner

7:45 p.m.  Quorum Verified Bob Anderson for 
Sennachie Lyn Irvine
Call Meeting to Order - Chief - Nathan Irvine
Roll Call - Scribe - Bob Anderson - BOG present; 
Nathan Irvine, Dorrie Scherer, Frank Cameron, Bob 
Anderson and Marjorie Coakley, absent Fr. Basil 
Rhodes, Lyn Irvine and Lori Daly

Approval of Gen. Minutes from Jan, 9th, 2015 - Copies 
were distributed to members for review, Dorrie moved to 
approve and Marjorie seconded the motion, approved as 
written  

Stewards Report & Membership- Dorrie Scherer 
reported for Lori Daly, Dorrie read the April 2015 BOG 
meeting steward's report
Additions to the Agenda - none
Approval of the Agenda: Frank Cameron moved to 
approve and Dorrie Scherer seconded, all in favor

Old Business:
  None

Reports & Announcements: 
Movie Night -  April 17th - Frank Cameron - This month 
showing "Skyfall" a Bond movie beginning and ending in 
Scotland 
County Tartan Day - April 7th midday at the New San 
Jose City Hall, inside the rotunda this year was an 
improvement, easier set up, less noise 
21st Annual Burns Night - Saturday Jan. 17th at the 
Mountain View Masonic Hall 5:00 pm. New this year, 

floor plan, table arrangement, a hosted bar, setup and 
cleanup done by the caterers, Sylvia McGill found the 
separate bidding format an improvement over the 
consolidated raffle system 
Niles Canyon RR "Flying Scotsman" May 3rd - 10:30 
AM Seniors $13.59 Adults $19.50
Golf Tournament at Blackberry Farm - May 30th, 
11:00 AM starting time, Call Dorrie Scherer to confirm 
your attendance
 Mini-Golf Tournament at Golfland USA Sunnyvale - 
June 27th 11:00 AM Sat. Larry Salter will organize
 
New Business:
 Ardenwood Tartan Day Gathering - Saturday April 
18th, we will have a booth, 
Santa Clara Art & Wine Festival - Sat. & Sun. Sept. 19, 
20 - Nathan Irvine looked into this event and similar 
events and found them too expensive

Next General Meeting:
July10th, 2015 at The West Valley Branch San Jose 
Library at 7:00 pm.

Adjournment:  
8:20 p.m.   - Frank Cameron moved to adjourn and Bob 
Anderson seconded the motion, all in favor

Entertainment:
Kristen and Dean Scott of Artisan Candies described the 
history of leavening cakes and pastries and provided us 
with a wonderful assortment of traditionally made 
Scottish and Irish cakes and candies,                
ARTISAN CANDIES 4432 Pearl Ave. San Jose CA 
95136 Tel. 408-267-7090 www.artisancandies.com 

  McPherson had a beautiful daughter, whose suitor knew just how to win father’s quick 
consent to marriage. “Mr. McPherson,” said the suitor cheerily, “I think I can save 
yourself some expense”

  Authorities at Ellis Island were examining the credentials of a middle-aged Scotch 
couple who sought admission to our shores. The passport pictures caused some 
trouble. “Mr. MacGregor,” said the official, “this photograph of you is a perfect likeness, 

but I must say this other picture looks nothing like Mrs. MacGregor to me. Have you other 
substantiating evidence that this lady with you is indeed your wife?”
  Mr. MacGregor sighed deeply, and whispered to the official, “Laddie, if ye can prove she isn’t, I’ll gi’e 
ye twenty pounds.”
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Scottish Country Dancing
Kathryn Allen

  Scottish Country Dancing is a great combination of 
social graces, physical exercise and enjoyment of 
Celtic music within the framework of a lovely 
community of like minded people.  The dance is the 
physical expression of the music, according to Miss 
Milligan, one of the original founders of the Scottish 
Country Dance Society in 1923.  The music and the 
dance are all one.  We are so lucky in the Bay Area 
to have many music groups playing live for dance classes, Monthly Parties, and Balls.
  The Society is based in Edinburgh, with many branches spread around the world.  Scottish people 
formed social groups and dance classes wherever they landed in their migrations.   There are 
Scottish Country dancers in surprising places.  Japan, for instance has several very large groups that 
are quite active and very correct in the dancing, the Highland attire, and their passion for the devising 
of new dances.  Our local Caledonian Club in San Francisco will present the 150th Highland Games 
in Pleasanton this summer.  The first one was formed near the end of the Civil War!  Our local San 
Francisco Branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society was formed in 1965.  This year we 
celebrate our 50th Anniversary.  Our branch is one of the largest in the U.S. and our annual fall 
weekend workshop and ball at Asilomar Conference Center draws dancers from around the world. 
 We also hold a Valentine’s Ball in February every year at the Scottish Rite Center at Lake Merritt in 
Oakland.  Our third ball is less formal and held Saturday evening of the Pleasanton Games weekend.
  It is interesting to note that Robert Burns, the famous Scottish poet, collected traditional songs and 
composed his own, and also devised dances and enjoyed Scottish Country Dancing. Queen 
Elizabeth II was also a keen dancer in her youth.  I believe it was on her recommendation that her 
father, the King, granted the Society a Royal charter.
  Because of the strict standards promoted by the Headquarters in Edinburgh, Scottish Country 
Dancing is taught similarly around the world.  Therefore, one can drop in on a class anywhere in the 
world and expect to step right in to the dance.  We enjoy Jigs and Reels, our “quick time dances,” to 
tunes written in 6/8 or jig tempo, and 4/4 or reel tempo.  We also enjoy elegant Strathspeys which are 
written in a slower 4/4 tempo.  The Strathspey is a type of music unique to Scotland and often 
features the Scottish Snap, a syncopated rhythm which produces a distinctive sound.  You can 
observe these three tempos by viewing one of the videos at the links below.  These videos are of the 
San Jose Class adjudication team dancing at the Pleasanton Games in previous years.
http://youtu.be/mxo9M-e0RpQ         http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqAEZj3PyRg&feature=share 
http://youtu.be/_PphIHLYnxI            http://youtu.be/f_HL8ESaW7A  

  In the San Francisco Branch, we have more than 20 classes.  In the South 
Bay, the Campbell Class meets Fridays at The Dance Affair, 850 N. Winchester 
Blvd, San Jose. The San Jose Class meets Mondays in Willow Glen at the 
Veterans Hall, 1504 Minnesota Ave.  The Mountain View Class meets 
Wednesdays at the United Methodist Church of Palo Alto, 625 Hamilton Ave, 
Palo Alto.  The South Bay Youth Class takes students age 7-17 at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, 1715 Grant Road, Los Altos.  There are classes in Santa 

Cruz, Berkeley, San Francisco, Santa Rosa, etc.  Most classes are open to new dancers at any time. 
 It takes some time to get the basics under your belt and the best way to learn is to commit to weekly 
classes for several months or the full year.  After the basics, there’s always more to learn, new people 
to meet, new figures and dances to try, and even dances to devise on your own.  Come visit a class, 
try the activity or listen to the music, and get involved!  Find more info at www.RSCDS-SF.org

http://www.rscds-sf.org/
http://www.rscds-sf.org/
http://www.rscds-sf.org/
http://www.rscds-sf.org/
http://www.rscds-sf.org/
http://www.rscds-sf.org/
http://www.rscds-sf.org/
http://www.rscds-sf.org/
http://www.rscds-sf.org/
http://youtu.be/mxo9M-e0RpQ
http://youtu.be/mxo9M-e0RpQ
http://youtu.be/mxo9M-e0RpQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqAEZj3PyRg&feature=share
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqAEZj3PyRg&feature=share
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqAEZj3PyRg&feature=share
http://youtu.be/_PphIHLYnxI
http://youtu.be/_PphIHLYnxI
http://youtu.be/_PphIHLYnxI
http://youtu.be/f_HL8ESaW7A
http://youtu.be/f_HL8ESaW7A
http://youtu.be/f_HL8ESaW7A
http://youtu.be/f_HL8ESaW7A
http://www.rscds-sf.org/
http://www.rscds-sf.org/
http://www.rscds-sf.org/
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18th Annual Tartan Day
Proclamation Ceremony

Andy McFarlin

 Since last year, this event has been sponsered jointly 
between District 3 of Santa Clara County, Council District 
10 of the City of San Jose and the SBSS.
  Once again the City provided the venue, and since it 
was sprinkling rain off-and-on during the morning, the 
ceremony was held in the Rotunda of the San Jose City 
Hall.
  The rain let up just before the program was to start. This 
break allowed the color guard, the Scottish American Military Society Post 1921, led by Fran McVey, 
regional commander and the Stewart Tartan Pipes and Drums led by Phil Lenahen to march down 
the sidewalk along Santa Clara Street and into the Rotunda. Here colorful displays on tables and 
easels had been set-up surrounding the seating area and the platform for the highland dancers.
  After the entrance of the color guard and pipe band, Councilman Johnny Khamis and SBSS Chief 
Nathan Irvine took the podium to greet the audience.
  Piper-singer Burr Nissen, from the pipe band, then sang the two National anthems before each flag. 
Robb Moore, past Deputy Chief of the SBSS, presented a brief account of the contributions of the 
Scots to our culture, especially in this area of California. Robb touched on the founding of the City of 
Gilroy by John Cameron, see article next page.
  Past County Supervisor Pete McHugh and past SBSS Chief Andy McFarlin were called upon to 
speak briefly on how they had instituted the observance of the Tartan Day Proclamation Ceremony 
18 years ago following the passage by the U.S. Congress to grant national recognition of this day of 
observance of Scottish contributions to our heritage as National Tartan Day.

  Next the formal presentation of proclamations from Santa Clara 
County, the City of San Jose and the City of Sunnyvale were made to 
SBSS Chief Nathan Irvine.
  George McCombe, past President of the Northern California 
Highland Dance Association, next took the stage to announce and 
describe the history of the dances being performed by the young 
dancers from the San Jose School of Highland Dance. Joe Roberts, a 
renowned Scottish dance piper, accompanied the dancers.
  Following several dance performances Burr Nissen again took the 
stage to present the animated and amusing Scottish song – “Donald 
Where’s Your Trousers”.
  Thank you’s and closing remarks were next made by Chief Nathan 
Irvine. As a finale, all of the Highland dancers joined in a closing 
performance.

  The organization and cooperation between all entities involved provided an event where all went 
well and a great time was had by all present. Next year we hope to see those who were unable to 
attend.             

Many thanks to all who had a part in putting on this important event
recognizing our Scottish heritage.

Thank You  - On behalf of the Board of Governors of the South Bay Scottish, we would like to 
extend a heartfelt thank you to Andy McFarlin for his efforts and determination in promoting Tartan 
Day and St Andrews day.  Through his contribution and productivity, Andy has maneuvered our 
organization to success all these years. Chief Nathan Irvine

Pete McHugh, Fran McVey
Andy McFarlin, Johnny Khamis

San Jose Mayor and
Highland Dancers

http://sams1921.org/
http://sams1921.org/
http://sams1921.org/
http://sams1921.org/
http://sams1921.org/
http://sams1921.org/
http://sams1921.org/
http://sams1921.org/
http://sams1921.org/
http://sams1921.org/
http://sams1921.org/
http://www.stewarttartan.com/
http://www.stewarttartan.com/
http://www.stewarttartan.com/
http://www.stewarttartan.com/
http://www.stewarttartan.com/
http://www.stewarttartan.com/
http://www.stewarttartan.com/
http://www.stewarttartan.com/
http://www.stewarttartan.com/
http://www.tartanday.org/
http://www.tartanday.org/
http://www.tartanday.org/
http://www.tartanday.org/
http://www.tartanday.org/
http://www.sanjosehighlanddance.com/
http://www.sanjosehighlanddance.com/
http://www.sanjosehighlanddance.com/
http://www.sanjosehighlanddance.com/
http://www.sanjosehighlanddance.com/
http://www.sanjosehighlanddance.com/
http://www.sanjosehighlanddance.com/
http://www.sanjosehighlanddance.com/
http://www.sanjosehighlanddance.com/
http://www.sanjosehighlanddance.com/
http://www.sanjosehighlanddance.com/
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A Scotsman – City of Gilroy –San Jose Mayor

  During this year’s Tartan Day Proclamation Ceremony, former SBSS Deputy Chief Robb Moore 
presented a brief history of Gilroy. Below is an expanded version based on the Wikipedia article 
Gilroy, California.

  During the War of 1812, the armed merchantman Isaac Todd was sent by the North West Company 
to seize Fort Astoria, an American trading post at the mouth of the Columbia River. The ship, with a 
Royal Navy escort, departed from Portsmouth, England, made its way around Cape Horn and 
proceeded up the Pacific coast of the Americas, stopping at Spanish ports for supplies along the way. 
In January 1814, having fallen behind its escort, the Isaac Todd arrived at Monterey, California, 
Spanish colonial government center for Alta California. During the visit, ordinary seaman John Gilroy 
(a Scotsman who had changed his name from John Cameron when he went to sea to avoid 
recognition) either (depending on the historical source) jumped ship or was left ashore to recover 
from scurvy.

  John Gilroy (1794–1869) spent the next few years 
moving around among the missions, pueblos and 
ranchos, plying his trade as a cooper (barrel maker). At 
first, by his own account in an 1856 letter to Thomas O. 
Larkin, Gilroy was one of only two English-speakers 
resident in Alta California. Eventually, he found his way to 
Rancho San Ysidro, converted to Roman Catholicism 
and became the first naturalized English-speaking settler 
in Alta California. In 1821, the same year Mexico won its 
independence from Spain, Gilroy married a daughter of 
his employer, Rancho owner Ygnacio Ortega. Upon 
Ygnacio's death in 1833, the rancho was divided among 
his three children - including Gilroy's wife Maria Clara. In 

1867, under U.S. property law, the Rancho San Ysidro (Gilroy) was patented to John Gilroy.
  The settlement now known as "Old Gilroy" grew up around Gilroy's rancho complex and, after the 
end of the Mexican-American War in 1848, Gilroy served as an auxiliary alcalde and later as justice of 
the peace. When the town was incorporated in 1868, citizens honored Gilroy by naming their town 
after him. In his later years Gilroy lost his property, and he died almost penniless in 1869.
  When gold was discovered in 1848 in the Sierra Nevada foothills, the trickle of immigrants from the 
eastern states and abroad became a flood. As many of the earlier Mexican and Californio landowners 
sold off their land, lost it to squatters, or were dispossessed through title hearings, the area around 
San Ysidro became known as Pleasant Valley. On March 12, 1870 it was officially incorporated by 
the state legislature as the town of Gilroy.

  You ask ‘What about the San Jose Mayor’? Later in the Tartan Day event, San Jose Mayor Sam 
Licardo took the podium and recounted how he was a distant relative to John Cameron. Small world 
indeed!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilroy,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilroy,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilroy,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rancho_San_Ysidro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rancho_San_Ysidro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rancho_San_Ysidro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rancho_San_Ysidro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rancho_San_Ysidro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Californio
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The 18th Annual Tartan Day 
Scottish Faire

Lyn Irvine

  The East Bay Scottish Association put on 
another great day of Scottish entertainment and 
culture held at Ardenwood Historic Farm in 
Fremont, California. Ardenwood is a working farm 
with tours of the original house, other buildings, an 
Ohlone Indian site, a train ride, and much more. 
This year’s event opened with the MacIntosh Pipe 
Band playing and the Scottish American Military 
Society Post 1921’s color guard. 
  

After the opening, the Queen herself presented our 
very own South Bay Scottish Society with a plaque as 
the society of this year’s faire. This also came with 
free taxes (free booth fee) for next year. Chief Nathan 
Irvine and Edward Llamas accepted the plaque for the 
society. The day was filled with sunshine and music 
sets by Peter Daldry, the Crooked Road Ceili Band 
and Michael Mullins. There was plenty to see with the 
Shinty scrimmage and the Heavy Athletics, which 
included stones, hammers, and weight toss.  Another 
stage was filled with bagpipe demonstrations, fiddlers, 
and Scottish dancing. And as if that were not enough 
to see and hear, there were demonstrations in the 
Living History Glen, children’s arts, crafts, and games 
area, food, and plenty of shopping at various booths. 
The Clan’s, societies, re-enactors, and entertainers were
all eager to visit with the public and answer any and all questions. 

Ardenwood Historic Farm
A little history

  East Bay Regional Park District officially opened to the public on July 28, 
1985, the entire park includes a farm, a large forest and a mansion now 
called the Patterson House which was first constructed in 1857 by the farm's 
original owner, George Washington Patterson. Patterson called his estate 
"Ardenwood", after the forested area in England mentioned in Shakespeare's 

play, As You Like It. There were two subsequent additions to the house. The largest was in 1889 
when Patterson and his wife Clara added the Queen Anne Victorian section to the House. The 
second addition came in 1915 when Patterson's son Henry and his wife remodeled the old farm 
house section, and added rooms including the kitchen, a large bedroom above the kitchen, the sun 
porch, nursery, and a bathroom with indoor plumbing.
  The Farm today is a working farm producing grain and vegetables. The area was in agricultural 
usage beginning around the 1850s. The locale was characterized first for its use as grazing land and 
dairy production, and gradually became increasingly dedicated to wheat and vegetable production. 
  The park now hosts many events including a Celtic festival.

SBSS Booth

The Queen and SBSS

http://eastbayscots.org/
http://eastbayscots.org/
http://eastbayscots.org/
http://eastbayscots.org/
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 Scottish Humor In Punch

   Punch was a British weekly magazine
 of humour and satire established in 1841.
 It helped to coin the term "cartoon" in its modern
 sense as a humorous illustration. It became a
 British institution

Thanks Punch

‘Look, you’ve got to believe in yourself’ ‘Blimey, I look like a flippin log in this one’

‘It’s the way Angus would’ve wanted it’ ‘So it’s agreed. We support your claim 
to the throne if you appear on our 

shortbread tins’

          ‘I knew it!’

http://punch.photoshelter.com/gallery/Scotland-Cartoons/G0000bjZ2VEedmw0/
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 George Carney, Peter Sellers
And John Laurie @
SBSS Movie Nights

Showings on Third Friday, 7:00pm
  

Round Table Pizza Parlor
1400 Campbell Ave
Campbell, CA 95008

    map 
 
.

The continuing 2015 season brings you more to see than you ever have before (probably).
Come enjoy these films with fellow SBSS movie enthusiasts.
Enjoy the yummy food and snacks, drinks of your choosing.

Have a great time!

      May 15th

     ‘I Know Where I’m Going!’
Plucky Englishwoman travels to a
remote island in order to marry a
wealthy industrialist. Trapped by 
inclement weather and unable to 
continue to her destination, Joan 
finds herself charmed by the 
straightforward, no-nonsense 
islanders around her, and becomes 
increasingly attracted to a naval 
officer. more

                                      
Jun 19th  
The Battle of the Sexes  

The heir (Robert Morley) to a 
Scottish tweed mill returns with a 
U.S. efficiency expert (Constance 
Cummings) that his accountant 
(Peter Sellers) cannot stand. more

   Jul 17th 
   The Edge of the World
A way of life is dying on an Outer
Hebridean island fishing port, but 
some of the inhabitants resist 
evacuating to the mainland. more

A nominal donation is 
requested to help defray 

the cost of our annual 
permit to show these films 

publically.

http://goo.gl/maps/Lsczj
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0037800/?ref_=nv_sr_6
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0037800/?ref_=nv_sr_6
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0037800/?ref_=nv_sr_6
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0052607/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0052607/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0052607/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0028818/?ref_=fn_al_tt_3
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0028818/?ref_=fn_al_tt_3
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0028818/?ref_=fn_al_tt_3
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SOUTH BAY SCOTTISH SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL FORM

Please complete this form and return it with your check, made out to: SBSS
Mail to: SBSS Membership, 1020 E. Empire St., San Jose, CA 95112
Questions: Lori Daly (408)644-0649 or steward@southbayscots.org

Membership Dues: Individual and Immediate Household - $18 annually Jan-Dec
Save $15 by prepaying membership dues for 5 years for $75

New members joining between Jan 1st and Mar 31st, $18 thru Dec 31st

New Members after Apr 1st pay $1.50 per month thru Dec
Continuing members, Annual renewal paid between Jan 1st and Mar 31st, $18 thru Dec
Continuing members renewing between Apr 1st and Jun 30th, late dues $24 thru Dec.

Members not renewing before Jul 1st will no longer be carried as members.
      Name:     Phone: (        )
      Address:                Membership:     New      Renewal
      City, State, Zip:        Birthday mm/dd:         /
      Email:                         Date:         /        / 

Would you be willing to help on any Committee?
        Fund Raising      Membership    Website     Nominating
        Publicity      Social Events    Newsletter     Historian
        Bylaws      Activities   Budget     SBSS Booth

The purpose of the South Bay Scottish Society is to stimulate and sustain an interest in Scotland;
 to provide education regarding its history, traditions and culture; to bring together people of
 Scottish heritage; to promote good will between its members and the general public; and to

 perform such charitable good works as may be reasonable and appropriate.

South Bay Scottish Society
1020 E. Empire St. 
San Jose, CA 95112
steward@southbayscots.org

www.southbayscots.org

mailto:steward@southbayscots.org
mailto:frank.cameron@earthlink.net

